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OHN LANE of This City

Only Man Living Who
Looked Upon Washington’s
Face—Was But a Lad When °’
He Accompanied Congres-
sional Committee to Mount
Vernon—Saw Body Removed
to Its Last Resting Place—
Remembers Very Well How
Father of His Country Ap-
peared in Death—Body Was
Moved Twenty -five Years
After Death.

(Copyright, 1911, by W. A. Du Puy.)

8 the anniversary
of the birth" of
-Washington ap-
proaches it is in-
teresting to know
that there is a man
still living In this,
the twentieth, cen-
tury who gazed on
the face of the
father of his coun-
try, who died in
the eighteenth cen-
tury—112 years ago, to be correct. This
man who actually saw the countenance
of George Washington is still in posses-
sion of his factulties and remembers well
how that great man looked. He is, per-
haps, the only man alive today who ever
saw the first President's face.

This man, John Lane, a resident of Wash-
mgton, was not born until a quarter of a
century after Washington died. Yet, as
stated Dbefore, lLie viewed that patriarch’s
face. The occurrence which makes this ap-
parent'y imjeossible thing a fact was the
opening of the tomb of Washington sev-
enty-four vears ago. At that time the
body of the great man was moved from
one tomb to another. A committee of
Congress officiated at the transfer. The
coffin was opered for one brief moment
and the comm:tiee’s members took a last
iong look at the face of the man who had
done most toward establishing the nation
which was already growing great. The
remains had been competently embalmed
and the face remained as in life. After
this one look the coffin was placed in its
rnew sarcophagus, hermetically sealed and
placed in its new abode, where it hax
rested undisturbed ever since.
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But when this congressional committee,
on that October day three-quarters of a
century ago, wound i{ts way to Mount
Vernon there went with it a bit of a boy,
And while its members gazed awestruck
on what they saw one of themn raised the
boy aloft, and he, tao, looked.

* *
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the ripe old age of eighty-six. All the
other members of that party, being at
the time men of maturity, have long
since died. The boy of 1837 is the ven-
erable patriarch of today, John Lane of
Washington. Now and ag: he becomes
reminiscent and tellrs the &tories of the
men he knew in the early thirtles. For
then Washington was but a small town
and the residents hnew personally the
men who were making the natlon's his-
torv.

He tells of the small book store that
his uncle kept on Pennsylvania avenue.
There came Davy Crockett in 1831 and
talked loudly of having antagonized his
constitugnts and thelr consequent re-
fusal! to return him to Congress.

Next door lived Widow Gorman, who
kept a boarding house and to whom a
certain coxcomb who worked in the War
Department owed a board bill of a hun-
dred dollars. He refused to pay it and,
on the advice of friends, she went to
Andy Jackson, then President, about the
matter. Jackson told her to ask the
debtor for a sixty-day note. The debtor
cave the note and forgot it, never in-
tending to make good. Widow Gorman
brought it to the President, who In-
dorsed it and the widow discounted it at
her hank. When the bank presented {t
to the debtor, s=aving it had been dis-
counted, he asked who was big enough
foo! to indorse his note. He was told
and immediately hustled out and got the
monev to redeem fit.

Tales of the garrulousness of Daniel
Webseter. of the fastidiousness of Henry
Clav, of the egreat stature of Sam Hous-
ton., of the young lieutenant, Jefferson
Tavie. who one dav hrought in from Fort
Tearborn. where Chicazo now stands,
the three Ind'an chieftains, Rlack Hawk.
Twephet and Sun, as prisoners. Finally,
he comes to his hest story, that of his
trin to Mount Vernon with the congres-
<ional committee that viewed the remalns
of Washinegton.

George Washington, when he died, real-
ized that the vault which held the bhodies
of the dead members of his family and
were destined to hold his own, was in-
adequate. In his last will and testament
he had sald:

EY
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“The family vault at Mount Vernon.
renuiring repairs, and being improperly
situated besides, T desire that a new one
of brick and upon a larger scale, may be
built at the foot of which is called the
Vineyard Enclosure, on the ground which
i= marked out, in which my remains and
those of my deceased relatives (now in
the old vault), and such other of my fam-
ily as may choose to be entombed there,
may be deposited.”

Nothing was done in the matter, how-
ever, for thirty vears. Then it was dis-
covered that some vandal had broken into
thie old tomb, and, in an evident attempt
to steal the bones of Washington, had
horne off those of some other member of
the family. These were, however, gotten
back, and the eriminal punished.

This turned attention to the request of
Washington for the building of the new

temb, and in 1837 it was complete and
ready for transfer. Mr. John Struthers
and Mr. William Strickland of Philadel-

phia, under the guidance of Maj. Lewis,

the sole remaining executor of Washing-
ton, prepared for the removal of the body.
The formal part of the transfer was to
be made under the eye of the congres-
sional committee.

Cn the morning that the transfer was
to he made the members of the com-
mittee had met at the bookstore of John
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the coming of the coaches that were to
take them to Mount Vernon. These an-
cient convevances were, of course, the
most perfect means of rapid transporta-
tion of the day and time. When they
arrived the committeemen were merrily

JOHN LANE WHO SAW WASHINGTONS FACE

Young Johnnie l.ane was one of a Score
of small boys who were looking on with
vouthful curiosity, and especially covet-
ing the hizh =eat beside the driver.

Now Johnnie Lane was a great favorite
of Henry Clay, and that courtly gentle-
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on this occasion. When all was in readi-
riess and there seemed no room left Clay,
much to the surprise of the bov and much
to his immediate glorification, seized
Johnnie, swung him to that very enviable
seat beside the driver, himself clamberel
aloft and the party was on its way.

-
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The stagecoaches wound their way
through the outskirts of the village of

\Washington, across the Long bridge, and
down through the much more ambitious
town, of Alexandria, en the Virginia side.
Leaving this town, which claimed Wash-
ington for its own, the coaches took the
«1d King's Hizghway leading on o
Mount Vernon. Half way there they
stopped at a great water trough which
had been built by Washington hlinself
and to which, through pipes, the waters
were led from a nearby spring. Wash-
ington had always driven this way when
he cagie into Alexandria to cliurch or on
business, and his sympathy for the
horses on the long, hot drive !ct] him 10
the establishment of the watering 11‘-;1!2_19
which exists today after suppiying drink
to thirsty steeds for a century and a
haif. b

Finally the party arrived at Mount V eT-
non. kKverything was in readiness  fot

This boy still lives, having attained Lane’'s uncle, and were there awaiting stowing themselves away on the inside. man was a sort of master of ceremonies the opening of the tomb. The new tomb
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RDER of Canonesses

Whose Members Must
Show a Faultless Pedigree
for Eight Generations, and
Whose Order Allows Many
Relaxations of the Severity
of the Religious Life—Tea
Parties and the Opera After
Religious Duties Have Been
Performed, But the Breath
of Scandal Has Never As-
sailed Members of This Un-
usual Order—Stricter Rules
Demanded by Rome.

Epecial Correspondence of The Star.
WARSAW, February 9, 1911.

1.L. ever Europe in
the last year or two
the most noticeable
tendency has been
the revival of the
religious life among
society women, and
this winter has
seen a great influx
of girls. of good
family into the va-
rious orders of
nuns and canoness-
es formed specially for their benefit.
These rel.gions houses exist in several
Furopean capitals, but are most intiuen-
tial in Warsaw. The idea of society girls
as nuns and canonesses—with all the so-
clal prestige and influence of canons—is
£0 familiar to the Polish aristocracy that
fts members strive to send Yyoung girls
fato the order. The best known and
most fashionable here is the “Canonesses
of the Virgin Mary,” founded by a
Countess Zamoyska in the early part of
the eighteenth century. The order pos-
sesses a large house and church of its
own in the center of the city, In the
Opera S8quare, and holds otner property
Lesides. At one time it owned the land
on which the op:sra house stands; but
a business-like mother superior sold it

to the governmenf{ and Invested the
money to such advantage that the o:der
is now an uncommonly rich one.

The task of entering the order is by

no mean® an easy one. To begin with,
no candidate who is not of noble hirth,
no matter how wealthy she may be, has
any chance at all. In this 1espect the
order probably is unique. Then it is com-
posed of two classes. ['he first class is
only aeccessible to girls who can prove
that their ancestors on hoth sides of the

house have been of noble birth for eight
generations. A grandmother of middle-
class family, for instance, debars the

candidate from entering this class. If
her male ancestors have b2en nohle for
eight generat.ons she may enter the sec-
ond class. She must be an orphan on
both sides, though exception is some-
times made for those who have a father
who has married a second time. At the

COUNTESS PLATER.
One of the Warsaw society

mums jin

secular dreas.

beginning both classes lived more or less
together; now they only meet in church
and at meals, though they are served at
separate tables.

w
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Every canoness must bring at least
$5,000 into the order, and most of them
bring far more. The interest of this
money is given to them for clothes. In
church they wear the blue robes and
veils of their order: when the dally
mass is over they retuarn to their,rooms,
and, putting on Pxris frocks, receive
their friends or go out themselves.
There are rules to keep, but these are
no stricter than many society women

-~

lay down for themselves and far less
strict than those unwritten laws which
bind unmarried girls in Europe. For
instance, when they return from a
party late at night they must be es-
corted by a maid. IEach nun of the
first elass has a maid. No matter how

late they are the night hefore they
must be at mass by 8 o'clock next
morning. If they are absent the

mother superior assumes that they are
ill and orders them to keep their rooms
for that day. Dut there is nothing to
prevent their returning to bed after
mass, and they can take breakfast in
their rooms if they wish. There are
certain rules as to the color of their
clothes.

They are not supposed to wear pink,
blue, red or green; but many of them
dye their hair, and a good hairdresser
is always in attendance at the convent.
They may not dance, but they may go
to look on at dances. They are sup-
posed to dine in the refectory of the
order, but permission is always given
for them to dine out, even in fashion-
able restaurants, if they ask for it. It
is quite a common sight to see canones<es
supping at a smart restaurant after

the theater or opersa w ':!an.' their
dresses vie with those o7 iaeir 'lu.y
friends in elegance and ri:iness. The

wearing of jewels is- not supposed to
be good form, but pearls are an ex-
ception.

*
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The only rigorous time for the
7Zcanoness is Lent and holy week.

During Lent they abstain from meat
three times a week and lead a quiet
life, without parties. Holy week is prac-
tically spent in church. Easter Sunday
and Monday are passed in the arch-
bishop’s palace, where they are receivel
solemnly by the archbishop and his
canons. Here they wear blue robes and
white veils. If, after three years in the

r., a caponess wishes to live a mere
g:gfuded ?i';f‘e. she takes a blue veil
Then she puts away her dresses and
gives up going to parties and theaters.
But she continues to receive female
friends from the outside world.

Once a candidate has been elected wy
the canonesses her life lies in very pleas-
ant places. As Countess Valeska—one of
the cancnesses and a descendant of that
Countess Valeska with whom Napolecn
the Great fell violently in love—often re-
marks, they have all the prestige and
liberty of married women without the re-
sponsibilities of a house and famiy. Each
canoness has her own suite of three
rooms—one as a bedroom, one as a ‘‘sa-
lon” and the third as a maid's room.
These rooms are furnished with comfort
and refinement. Besides the more cere-
monious receptions, which are attended
by canons and the higher clergy, the
canonesses have informal tea parties and
soirees, where society people of both
sexes gossip and listen to the latest mu-

sical attraction. Their position as mem-
bers of the order of canonesses opens
even the most exclusive houses for them,
and everywhere they are treated with a
respect which {s not accorded to an un-
married woman in continental cities.

*
* %k

Their exclusive position arouses a good
deal of comment from people for whom
the order is beyond reach. Many criticlse
themn and say the order is a hotbed of
snobbishness, because those of the first
class have the best rooms, whue those of
the second are lodged in damp, dark
apartments. Several years ago there was
a great outcry because a rumor got

iN THE

A Drawing Room in the House of the Camonesses of ghe Virgin Mary

abroad that the second-class nuns served
those of the first class.at dinner and even
washed the dishes for them. Then the
mother superior gave orders that those
of the first class should have their own
maids. There is a special fund for keep-
ing up two carriages, but boun are at the
sole disposal of the first-class nuns.

It is said that somebody has complained
ahout the order to Rome, and that steps
will soon be taken to reform the statutes.
These were drawn up so long ago that
none of the canonesses know what they
were like originallv. The oruer has been
g0 relaxed that a canoness wearing the
white vell can even get the mother su-
perior's permission to leave ..e order and
marry. Henry Sienkiewicz, the well
known author of “Quo Vadis,”” is married

SOCIETY CONVENT.

Warsaw.
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. WASHINGTON.

which has since been sarcastically de-
seribed as “a glaring red building some-
what hetween a coachhouse and a cage,”

was ready {or occupancy. The od tomb
was ready to be entered. The marhble
sarcop-hagus that was to surround the

old ceflin was prepared.

The tomb of \Washington was entered
and an attempt was made to bring out
his coffin. It was found, however, that
the woord of it was so rotten that it fell
to pieces. Inside of the weod was found
the leaden casket. In this the first
President had been placed at the time of
his death. He had been embalmed in
alcchol and sealed tig! tly in this casket.
The leaden casket was imperishable and
had remained sacred to its eharge.

=
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It was borne solemly out of the old
tomb and placed in the new sarcophagus
to be made ready for its new resting
place. When it was lowered Into this
marbie covering and before the lid of it
was put on, the whoie was viewed by
the congre=sioral committee. Hers for
the last time the world was to come into
contact with the physical Washington.
Here were men to see again what remain-
ed of that groatest of soldiers, patriots
and statesmen.

In the top of the leaden casket directly

COUNTESS ZIEBER. ¥
She will probabhly suecceed the present
mother superior of the soéd¢iety canon-
esses

to a lady who lived as a canoness for
twenty years. His own sister, who died
a few months ago, was also a nun of this
order. When a nun dies her age is not
mentioned in the death notice or put upon
her tombstone. She is buried in the
church of her order with great pomp and
ceremony, and her sister nuns watch over
her coffin for several days and nights
before the funeral.

&
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There 1s little doubt that any new com-
mands coming from Rome will be as
unpopular among the canonesses as they
were among the Capuchins and Bene-
dictines of Austria. About two years
ago an attempt was made to reform the
rules of the Benedictines of Austria and
Hungary, of whom there are 10,000, but
the order proved more powerful than
was Iimagined and the reforms were
abandoned. In the case of the Capuchin
monks, whose laxity is also criticised, it is
thought that the house of Hapsburg
will intercede for them, Members of
this imperial family have been buried
in the Capuchin Church at Vienna for
many generations. When a Hapsburg
dies the reigning emperor raps at the
monastery door and begs admission for
the dead. The monks have the right

to refuse even So august a person As
the emperor and have done so in the

past. :
The nun-canonesses of the Blessed
Virgin have not a monarch to plead

their cause, but they have an cristoc-
racy which has always been well re-
ceived at Rome, and which will fight
for their privileges with all the influ-
ance at its command. After all, the
order has been singularly free from
any breath of scandal, and it performs
many works of charity and affords a
home for women of good family who
otherwise would be cast on the world.

(Coprright in the United States and Great Britaln
by Curtis Brown, All rights strictly reserved.)
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over the face of the body that it inclosed
a plece of glass had been fitt:d into the
lead. This glass was cleaned of the
accumulations of the past years and bur-
nished bright that that which was within
might be seen. The congressmen gather
ed about and looked through the glass.

The alcohol in which Washington had
been embalmed had well performed its
task. The head and the great trunk of
the man remained preserved as in 1if~.
His strong, characterful face was turned
to one side and those who looked saw the
profile. At one point on the cheek th:
flesh had come to the surface of the
llquid and here was a single Llemish in
the otherwise well pres:rved face.

The members of the committea gazed
into the coffin. lLittle Johnnie Lane stood
nearby, somewhat awed. One of the com-
mitteemen lifted him up that he might be
able to see what was within. The strong-
est impression that Johnnie Lane brou-ht
away with himm was the hugeness of the
Hulk of Washington. The head and chest
xeemed hercu'ean. The face appeared
rery much as it did in the pictures of
Nashington. The boy would have recog-
rized it any place. He kept thinking:

“He must have been a monstrous big
1an.’”*

This same impression was evidently =zot-
en by one other member of the party
vho looked on and who later recorded his
mmpression. He says that thev saw “‘a
head and breast of large dimensinns which
appeared to have suffered but little from
the effects of time."

=
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After the party had all viewed the re-
mains the lid of the marble sarcophagus
was placed over the leaden casket. The
whole was sealed in such a way as to
make it airxtight. It was placed in the
new tomb and there has rema‘ned ever
since. There seems but slight reason,
claims AT Lane, to believe that
the body of Washington Is not today in
the same condition that It was in when
seen by John Lane in 1837. The alcohol in
the leaden casket at that time covered
the body with the single exception of a
point on the cheek. Snce then the air has
been excluded and evaporation has, as a
consequence, been very slight.

Beside the marble sarcophagus of

Washington restz that of Martha, his
wife. This Is made of the same Pennsyl-
vania marble as is that of the father of
his country. Both were chiseled out ot
the solid marble. There i= no seam to
either except that where the lids are at-
tached, These lids are of fine Italian
marble, elaborately ornamented with the
crest of arms of the United States. The¥y
were cemented on, thus converting the
caskets into one unbroken whole—a hlock
of marble with a hollow inside. In these
hollows are sealed this great man and his
consort.

The vault ‘itself is bulit on a hillside
some 200 yards from the old Mount Ver-
non mansion. This is the most sacred

ghrine in all America todav. Hers come

thousands of people from all parts of the
nation and even from abroad He who
visits the nation’s capital always gZoes o
the shrine of Washinutin

The mansfon 1s geen hest fromn the DPo-
tomae river, There wais never anything
in America tha' surpassel Mount Vernon
as an example of the old colonial archi-
tecture. There was never a handsomer
gite for a country home than that choscn
by Washington. The hill upon whjon it
l:It:lnllﬁ slopes gradually from the dock at
he

water front Its slones are covered
n_{th crass, broken by flower heds and
hicected here and there by anclent
hedges. Ahove all rise great trees, some
of which are remnantsof the foreos prime-
eval out of which Washingron hewrd his
homestsad. Some were planted under his
direction and some have since heen put
out to taks the place of parriarchs

claimed by time.
-
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A little down stream from the rath from

the landing to the house is (o he found
the shrine. It is no imposing structure.
Artists even sav harsh things about it.

But to the American visitor it is a thing
to be reverenced. The back end of the
vault burrows into the hillside, while tha
front of it comes to the level of the path.
Iis portal is guarded by a high Iron gate.
The pilgrim approaches this gute, tread-

ing softly. He louks thirough its bars and
into the sepulcher. lie s surprised to
know that the very caskets that hold

GGeorge and Martha Washington are there
in the mouth of the tomb, and may Le
Scen from the outside.. Yet such is the
case. The mouth of the tomb stands open,
guarded only Ly the iron gate. Here the
remains of the first lady and gentleman
of the land have laid since that October
morning of 183/ when they were so placed
by a committee of Congress, who were
accompanied by a small boy who is today
the world's nearest tie to this first grcat
American who is stiil without a rival in
the nation’s history. Here they have
rested as the generations that have passed
hgve come to do them reverence. Here
they wiil continue to rest through all the
generations .hat are 10 come, for this
ehrine is a hallowed thing that may be
defiled by no human hand.

0ld John Lane goes occasionally to
Mount Vernon to visit this shrine, for he
is hale and strong, and a friend to the
open country. But the journeys of a
man of eighty-six are mus.ly in fancy,
and his memory peoples the old huunts
with a gatbering tuat would be hard to
match in modern times. Then his mind
vanders to his view of Washington, and
he repeats to himself that strongest im-
pressioy of his vouthful experience, an
impression upon the correctness. of which
time has set its approval, for he says:

“Washington must have been & mon-
strous big man.”

Early Preparations for
the Summer Garden

ago sald: “In every craft there is a

perfect excellency which may be
better known in a man’'s mind than in his
deed.” )

Perhaps in the craft of gardening, more
than in any other, the realization never
comes up to our ideals, bt very often
these jdeals would be approached more
closely if the methods adopted were bet-
ter and more thorough. In going about
among gardens of all sorts and sizes one
frequently s=ees results that show too
clearly that the first principle has been
overlooked or neglected. The maxim that
whatever is worth doing at ail is worth
dolng well 1s as much applicable to gar-
dening as to anything else, and sickly
plants and poor lawns are the natural
effect of neglecting the first principle of
garden making—that of thorough prepa-
ration of the soil.

It 13 strange but true that a really good
lawn Is almost impossible to find, vet the
creation of one ghould be the first aim of
the garden*maker. It is, of course, real-
jzed that at first he is in many instances
confronted with obstacles not of his own
choosing, due to the fact that the soll
excavated from the basement of his house
is generally piled in front of it and made
into & terrace. Upon this soil, which
scarcely contains an atom of available
plant food, what is called *'sod” is some-
times placed, but which as a rule con-
tains more weeds than grass. Sometimes
these objectionable terraces are the re-
sult of an alteration of the grade of the
street after the house has been built. In
both cases it would be tbetter to build a
retaining wall, so as to do away with
the sloping bank, although in the case of
a new house, if the excavated soil were
carted away, the difficulties of dealing
with & bank would not exist. Where these
banks exist better effects can bhe pro-
duced ‘13: the use of some other ground
cover ich is more permanent and en-
tails less trouble in the upkeep than grass.

&
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It is strange how many peoplae ons
comes across who do not appreciate the
necessity of supplying plants with food,
amd it is frequently said that trees, shrubs
and other plants flourish in the woods and
flelds without any cultivation or artificial
feeding, so why should it be necessary
in gardens? This state of mind would
not be so prevalent if the workings of
nature were followed more closely. With-
out going into the question of the origin
of soils, it will suffice to point out that
nature is continually adding something
to the soil wherever there is a growth of
vegetation. In the course of ages the
annual fall of leaves and the decay of
countless generations of plants provide
a never-ending supply of plant food and a
constantly increasing depth of good soil.
In a garden, even if before planting the
soll has been thoroughly prepared and
enriched, the necessity f{or a more or

a WRITHER of several hundred years

less frequent appication of plant food
is because the debris of the plants can-
not be left to decay upon the spot by
reason of the fact that it is removed in
the process of cleaning up. In this wvay
and every time grass cuttings are taken
from the lawn someth’ng of the soil
matter is taken away. Thus, while nat-
ural processes continually enrich, art!-
ficial methods cause continual impover-
ishment, unless there is at the same time
continual artificial enrichment
A good garden cannot exist except upon
good s=o0il. The initial step in making &
=oll good is to break it up deeply, and
this deep cultivation should be carried
out over the entire surface of the pro-
posed garden, as it is quite as necessarv
for that portion to be devoted to lawn as
that upon which trees, shrubs or other
deeper rooted things are to be grown. Na
one need be afraid of making the depth
too great =0 long as it is at least two
feet.
*
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As this breaking-up process proceeds,
the better soil upon the surface, if thera
happens to be any, should be kept near
the top and plenty of well rotted manura
and leaf mold thoroughly mixed with the
whole; a cartload for every one hundred
square feet will not ha too much. This,
in addition to storing the =o0il with plaug
food, lhightens up clay and thereby facili-
tates drainage, while in the case of sand
or gravel it enables the soil to retain
more moisture. To clay the addition of
sand and lime is beneficial, but no lima
must be used where it is intended to plang
rhododendrons or other allied shrubs. In
the case of a verv light soil some clay
may he added, and thls is especially nec.
essary if one wishes 10 grow roses. Thisg
kind of work may be done any time dur-
ing the winter, and the earlier the be!-
ter; the surface should be left rough so
that it can be acted upon by the benc-
ficial Influences of air and frost, .and
when the time for planting or sowing ar-
rives it will be found in a mellow and
friable condition.

Where the renovation of existing lawns

is necessary it should not be longer des
layed, although it is getting late for tha
surface application of coarse manure; in
any case the latter should be old and
well decomposed, as fresh manure I8
harmful in many ways to the surface of
lawns, Slaked lime at the rate of half a
pound to the square ygrd Is very bene-
ficial to lawns, and it is the best remedy
for sour soils, especially favoring tha
growth of Kentucky blue grass (Po
pratensis), of which the gre:ter part o
lawn seed is composed. This grass wil)
not grow, or at all events soon dies out,
in a sour soll. Pure bone meal is a val-
uable lawn fertilizer, and may be applied
in March or just before seed is sown, four
ounces to the square yard, being suffi-
cient. In cases where the shade is too
dense to obtaln a good lawn some ever-
green ground-cover should be substituted
which will be of a permanent character,
as nothing is more unsightly than barse
ground. ARTHUR SMITH,
Manager, the People’'s Gardena




